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Every story honoured
In August I had the immense privilege of meeting Lynette Richards-Lorde who came to Flourish House with her daughter Chrissy Richards-Levi and Susann Savidge, Chair of Somerset African Caribbean Network. Hearing Lynette’s story of faith, courage, and public service was a joyful and humbling experience. She came to Taunton, aged just 19, in 1959 in answer to an invitation from the British government to come to the UK to work in the NHS. Initially training as a nurse at Musgrove Park Hospital in Taunton, Lynette then became a midwife and, during a distinguished career in hospitals across the UK, became the UK’s first Black divisional nursing officer for midwifery. And it all started right here in Somerset!
You can read more about Lynette’s story on the diocesan website but, for me, the most moving part about meeting Lynette was seeing how extraordinarily humble she is, and what a great impact she has had on the lives not just of the mothers she helped during pregnancy and delivery, but on British society as a whole.
October is Black History Month. It’s easy to think it’s solely about learning more of the history of Black people across the world, and that’s an important part of it. But more than that, it’s about acknowledging and celebrating the history of those of Global Majority Heritage who have played, and continue to play, an integral part in British society and churches for centuries. Black History Month teaches us all more about our collective story.
Rt Revd Tim Wambunya, Bishop of Wolverhampton, invites us all, however we mark Black History Month, to allow our celebrations to, “help us become more truly intercultural communities, where every story is honoured, every gift welcomed, and every person cherished in Christ.”
We’d love to hear about your plans to do just that, wherever you are across our diocese.
Fiona Gibson, Bishop of Taunton
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