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Church of England reviewing guidance on filming and photographing children

The Church of England is currently reviewing new guidance for an education setting from the  UK Online Harms Early Warning Working Group, in relation to safeguarding risks arising from the misuse of images of children and young people, including through AI-enabled image manipulation. 
We must always take the safety and wellbeing of children and young people seriously, so while we await further guidance from the national church about how this guidance may be applied in a church setting, there are some initial steps you can take, such as:
· Update your photography permission forms to signpost parents and carers to the latest guidance
· Ensure your systems for securing permissions are rigorous and adhered to
· Ensure any permissions you hold are up to date 
· Consider how you currently use and store any pictures you take of children and young people to show mission and ministry in your setting are used. 
Further updates from the national church will be shared as soon as they are available.
· This blog from the Church of England’s Digital team contains some helpful advice filming and photography in church. 
Please contact one of the diocesan communications team should you wish to discuss this issue further.
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